
SPECIAL SERVICES 
PROVIDED AT CITY 

HALL  

 Fingerprinting 

By appointment only. 

Please call Chief Haugen to 

make your appointment .  

 

 Passports 

By appointment only 

Monday-Friday 9:00am-

4:30pm 

 

 Concealed Pistol Li-

cense (CPL)  

For residents within the 

City limits of Sumas. 

 

For appointments, costs,  

and other information, 

regarding these services, 

please call Sumas City Hall 

at 360-988-5711 
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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  
The Chipper is Back! 

The chipper will be back up and running starting February 20th & 21st. It runs every 

third weekend (Friday & Saturday) of each month. It will be open Fridays from 

10:30-1:00 PM and Saturdays from 10:00-1:00 PM  

FREE Energy Saving Power Strip!  

Come get your FREE energy saving power strip at Sumas City Hall! 
 

 Provides premium quality, fireproof surge protection for PC and TV peripherals 

 Eliminates standby power consumed by PC and TV peripherals 

 Protects electronics with state of the art surge protection 

 Simple automation reduces plug-load 

 Easy to Install 

 

“The Advances Powerstip+ product (APS+) with InfraRed (IR) Sensor provides pre-

mium quality surge protection and reduces the amount of standby power + active on 

power used by electronics. The product supports standard master/ slave functionality 

and a countdown timer if no IR activity is detected for 1 hour.” - TrickleStar 

(Manufacturer)  

DSHS: THE MOBILE CSO IS COM-

ING! 

Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Time: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Place: Bromley’s Market (315 Cherry St) 

At this Event, you can apply for:  

 Cash Assistance 

 Basic Food Assistance 

 Child Care Services  

 

DSHS: ¡YA LLEGA LA  CSO 

MÓVIL! 

Fecha: Miercoles 25 de Febrero 2015 

Hora: 10:00 am-3:00 pm 

Lugar: Bromley’s Market (315 Cherry St) 

En Este Acontecimeiento, Puede Solicitar:  

 Ayuda de Dinero en efectivo 

 Aydua Basica para Alimentos 

Friends of the Sumas Library is Looking for NEW MEMBERS!! 

 

If you are interested in being part of a group who works to continue  support and en-

hancement of Sumas Library services, and Cultural events at the library each year, 

please contact Sarah Ward, branch manager, (360) 305-3600.  

The Sumas Police Department now has a Twitter Account! 

Follow  @SumasPolice to receive news and information from the Sumas Po-

lice Department as well as from the City of Sumas!  
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Sumas Public Library  
451 W 2nd St. , Sumas, WA 98295 

360-305-3600 

Monday: 10-5 PM, Wednesday: 10-7 PM, Saturday: 10-5 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/4/14 “History of the Sumas Round-up!” @ 7:00pm.  

Yee-Haw! The Sumas Roundup was considered one of the top three  rodeos on the pro circuit (along 

with the Pendleton Roundup and the Calgary Stampede). Learn more about the history of this local 

Wild West adventure through pictures and interesting stories. Presented by Deborah Morgan. Part of 

the Sumas Library local history series this spring. This event will take place at the Sumas Senior Cen-

ter. 

 

2/11/15 “Let’s Make Valentines!” @ 12:45pm 

Create amazing valentines for your family and friends at this after- school early-release program. For 

ages 4-11. 

 

2/11/15  Washington HealthPlanFinder @ 5:00 pm 

Drop in to the Sumas Library for in-person assistance signing up for insurance through the Washington 

HealthPlanFinder. Knowledgeable assistance provided by  he Whatcom Alliance for Health Advance-

ment (WAHA) and the Opportunity Council. Information will be provided on the various new health 

care plans, as well as your eligibility for tax credits and financial help. Laptops will be provided. No 

appointment necessary. Please bring names, dates of birth, and Social Security Number for all members 

of your household, proof of household income, and immigration documents if applicable, or a complet-

ed "Get Covered-Step One" form available on the WAHA website. For more information contact Jessi-

ca Bee of the Opportunity Council, (360) 599-3944. 

 

2/14/15  Sumas Book Club meeting @ 10:00 am 

Join us for a great read and great discussion! Monthly on the second Saturday. The group will read 

"The Forgotten Girl" by David Bell for this meeting. 

 

2/14/15 LEGO Build and Create event for kids of all ages:  

Build, create, show & share your building skills at this LEGO program for all ages (under 10 must have 

an adult present). Each  session will have a different challenge theme. LEGO bricks provided. 



Sumas Community/Senior Center 
461 Second St., PO Box 184 

360-988-2714 

Open Mondays & Fridays from 10:30-1:30 
Lunch @ noon: suggested donation for ages 60 and older. $3-$5. Under age 60 donation of $6.  

Daytime Coordinator: Becky Johns, Whatcom County Parks & Recreation. 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENING PROGRAMS OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY: 
 

FEBRUARY: 
 
History of the Sumas Round-up! - Wednesday, February 4, 2015 @ 7:00 PM 

Yee-haw! The Sumas Roundup was considered one of the top three rodeos on the pro circuit (along with the Pendleton 
Roundup and the Calgary Stampede). Learn more about the history of this local Wild West adventure through pictures 
and interesting stories. Presented by Deborah Morgan. Part of the Sumas Library local history series this spring.  
Program will be preceded by a Community Potluck at 6pm.  
ALL WELCOME! 
 

Strings of Hope, Musical Group from our neighbors to the north (Canada)! 

When:    Wednesday, February 1, 2015 
Where:   Sumas Community/Sr. Center-end of Second Street (shares building with Library) 
Potluck at 6 pm followed by music at 7pm. Everyone is welcome! Donations welcomed. 

 

MARCH: 
 
FAMILY FRIENDLY BINGO - Wednesday, March 11 

*Doors open at 5  *Potluck at 6  *BINGO 7-7:45pm 
Bring a dish to share…doesn’t have to be homemade or fancy. Pizza, perhaps frozen lasagna (though precooked-ha), 
salad, beans & franks…dessert? Whatever you’d like to share. Beverages provided. After the meal we will have fun fam-
ily BINGO with prizes of all kinds. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Donations encouraged.  
 

Vanhofwenger Brothers & DeYoung.  - Wednesday, March 18, 2015 @ 7pm 

*Doors Open at 5 PM  *Potluck at 6 PM  
Come join us for some Saint Patties Fun with this fun local group of musicians! Yes, we KNOW it is the day AFTER 
but….The brothers will bring their instruments, voices and humor to the Community Center. They have been playing & 
singing together for……a long time! As well as their friends. Oh yes, wear green to be entered into our door prizes!! 
 

EXTRA SPECIAL EVENTS!!! 
 

The General (1927) staring Buster Keaton—Silent Film accompanied by the Mighty Wurlitzer at the Mount 

Baker Theatre! 
Sunday, March 22 @ 3pm 
Appropriate & FUN for all ages! $13/seat-RSVP by March 1. 
One of three silent films first shown at the Theatre in 1927, the year it opened. 
A group of us went in January to enjoy one of these films. It was so fun, we’re going again! 
We plan to meet and car pool at the Sumas Library/Community/Senior Center at 1pm (you are welcome to meet us at 
the Theatre if you prefer). If you’ve never been to the Mount Baker Theatre it is a treat in itself! 
 

Sumas Sr. Center/Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast & “Good Stuff” Sale! 
Saturday, March 7th  8 am - 1 pm 
Sumas Lion’s Club & the Senior Center join together to offer a pancake breakfast & community “Good Stuff” Sale! 
Enjoy a yummy breakfast that includes sausage, eggs, beverage along with awesome pancakes served from 8-
11. Suggested donation of $5.  Cruise the tables full of “good stuff” until 1pm. You know what they say, one person’s 
trash is another person’s treasure! 
All profits go towards Sumas Community Programs! 



City Council Minutes 

 

 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 24, 2014 

 

 

 

The Sumas City Council met on the evening of November 24, 2014, with all councilmen present except Bruce 

Bosch.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

The Finance Committee is working on the DV Specialist allocation and Payroll issues. 

 

Chris Haugen added that two desk top computers in the police department are also being upgraded from Win-

dows XP so it is a little more money.  Chris asked the Finance Committee if they had made a decision on the 

amount of support we will give for the DV Specialist.  Mike Quinn reported that he and Bruce Bosch had de-

cided to recommend ½ of the requested amount, or $1,792.50 for 2015.  Mike Quinn made a motion to ap-

prove the expenditure.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Geri Lewis presented the 2015 Animal Control Contract from the Bellingham Whatcom Humane Society with 

no changes.  Mike Quinn made a motion to execute the new contract.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and 

it carried. 

 

The Mayor briefly spoke about the banking report included in the agenda. 

 

Jim Wright, City Attorney, is looking into our options on television service to see what we can do to alleviate 

the huge increases the local channels are asking for this year.  The Code Enforcement Ordinance was brought 

up for passage.  Jim feels this will make us more able to enforce what is already in the code when there are 

violations.  Gary Debont made a motion to pass Ordinance #1645.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it 

carried. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for approval.  Claims Vouchers #35557 through 

#35583 in the amount of $81,975.87 and Payroll Vouchers #20565 and the Direct Deposit Run in the amount 

of $19,100.00 were approved after a motion by Mike Quinn and a second by Gary Debont which carried. 

 

The council went into Executive Session for approximately 15 minutes at 7:35 p.m. regarding legal issues. 

 

At 7:50 p.m., the council reconvened the regular session. 

 

Mike Quinn made a motion to adjourn.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
 

 



 

 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2014 

 

 

 

The Sumas City Council met on the evening of December 8, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. with all councilmen present 

except Gary Debont.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

Mike Quinn & Bruce Bosch reported for the Finance Committee on employee COLA’s for 2015. They said 

they had talked with individuals and other council members and had looked over information provided by 

staff.  Mike Quinn made a motion to give employees a 4% COLA beginning January 1, 2015.  Bruce Bosch 

seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Chief Haugen let councilmen know that the Dept. of Emergency Services had already issued an alert for later 

in the week for the Nooksack River because of expected heavy rain fall. 

 

Geri Lewis presented a 2015 Contract for Sehome Planning with no changes from the prior year.  Mike Quinn 

made a motion to allow the Mayor to execute this contract.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Supt. Fadden spoke to the council about the ordinance with their agenda that would raise electric rates for the 

first time since 2001.  Rod explained some of the things the City has done to keep us from rising to BPA tiers 

that could cost a lot more money.  The council will go over the rates proposed and council asked staff to pro-

vide some information that would allow them to visualize the increase on certain bills. 

Rod was interested if the Mayor had any contact from WSDOT on stop signs.  The answer was no. 

 

The Mayor shared his thoughts on a handout from Pt. Roberts regarding a resolution that would broaden the 

allowed use of special fuel tax revenues.  This will be brought to the next meeting and the Mayor will report. 

 

Jim Wright explained a three word change in Ordinance #1645 that was passed at the last meeting.  Section 1 

under 8.30.060 added ‘any construction, development or business activity”.  This was discussed before pas-

sage, but Jim wanted to make sure everyone understood the change.  Also discussed was the wind damage 

that occurred on November 28, 2014, which damaged some electrical equipment and caused about 22 hrs. of 

overtime for 3 people.  He suggested we get a cost estimate on damages and call our insurance to see if we 

may get some coverage.  Jim has not gotten any more information on the shipping tax increase or Ogden 

Murphy. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for approval.  Claims Vouchers #35588 and #35595 

through #35628 in the amount of $130,975.23 and Payroll Vouchers #20565 through #20574 plus the Direct 

Deposit in the amount of $124,896.06 were approved after a motion by Mike Quinn and a second by Bruce 

Bosch that carried. 

 

Mike Quinn made a motion to approve the November 2014 Manual Checks.  Bruce Bosch seconded the mo-

tion and it carried.  Mike Quinn made a motion to approve the November 2014 Treasurer’s Report.  Bruce 

Bosch seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to adjourn.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it was adjourned. 
 



 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 22, 2014 

 

 

 

The Sumas City Council met in regular session on the evening of December 22, 2014, at 7:00 p.m., with all 

Councilmen present.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

The 2015 Final Budget Hearing was opened at 7:00 p.m.  Geri Lewis told councilmen that there had been very 

few changes since they received the preliminary budget in October.  The 2015 Budget is for $6,970,768.00 

which is an increase of around $300,000 from 2014.  There was no one present from the public to make com-

ments.  Gary Debont made a motion to close the hearing.  Mike Quinn seconded the motion and it carried.  

Mike Quinn made a motion to adopt the 2015 Budget with Ordinance #1646.  Todd Daniels seconded the mo-

tion and it carried. 

 

The TV Committee, Todd and Gary, reported on various ideas that have been floating around to help make the 

TV self supportive.  Some of these ideas will be pursued within the next couple of months, but the rates have 

to be raised a minimum of $8.00 per month just to keep up with all the contractual increases of channels in our 

lineup.  Todd Daniels made a motion to raise television rates with Ordinance #1648.  Gary Debont seconded 

the motion and it carried. 

 

Chief Haugen explained an attachment to the agenda.  A letter from the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office is 

notice of the Jail per diem rates for 2015, per our Jail Service Agreement with Whatcom Co. 

 

Geri Lewis presented the Salary Ordinance for 2015.  Mike Quinn made a motion to pass the salary ordinance 

for 2015 with Ordinance #1647.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it carried.  Geri also presented a reso-

lution cancelling a previously approved transaction.  Mike Quinn made a motion to pass Resolution #748 can-

celling Check #35520 and returning the money to Alliance One.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it car-

ried. 

 

Geri explained a letter in the agenda, which Rod would like to get out to the large Industrial and Commercial 

customers.  The letter explains the imminent electric rate increase which will likely go into effect April 1, 

2015, and is a good gesture for the effect of the increase to those customers.  The council approved of the let-

ter but deferred the electrical rate increase for later. 

 

A letter from WSDOT letting the City know that it will pay for the two lighted stop signs for Garfield and 

Cherry St. was part of the agenda for information only.  Also included in the agenda for information purposes, 

was an NFIP Community Profile pursuant to Rod’s recent FEMA audit. 

 

The Mayor deferred discussion on the Pt. Roberts letter and briefly explained a letter regarding the forming of 

a Sewer Funding Coalition with other Washington State Cities. 

 

Jim Wright, City Attorney, presented an ordinance which sets up a procedure to receive claims against the 

City.  Mike Quinn made a motion to adopt Ordinance #1649 which appoints an agent to receive claims for 

damages against the City.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for payment.  Claims Vouchers #35630 through 

#35664 in the amount of $25, 215.90 and Payroll Vouchers of only the Direct Deposit in the amount of 

$19,600.00 were approved after a motion by Mike Quinn and a second by Gary Debont. 

 



The council went into Executive Session regarding legal matters at 7:40 p.m. for approximately 10 minutes. 

 

At 7:50 p.m., the council reconvened the regular meeting. 

 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Rich Postma seconded the motion and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

 

MIINUTES OF JANUARY 12,. 2015 

 

 

 

The Sumas City Council met in regular session on the evening of January 12, 2015, with all councilmen pre-

sent.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

Chief Haugen asked that the council allow the Mayor to execute the 2015 Jail Services Agreement.  There are 

no changes in the contract; this is just a one-year extension.  Mike Quinn made a motion to allow the Mayor 

to execute the 2015 Jail Services Agreement.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Geri Lewis presented an ordinance raising mileage reimbursement for persons who use their own vehicle for 

city business.  Mike Quinn made a motion to pass Ordinance #1650 raising mileage reimbursement to .575 

per mile.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

 Ordinance #1651 raising electrical rates for all customers were passed after a motion by Mike Quinn and a 

second by Gary Debont that carried.  Supt. Fadden reported that he received a positive reaction from industri-

al users, especially since the last rate increase was in 2001.  After a recent FEMA audit, Rod was asked to see 

that our code regarding flood damage prevention was updated.  Ordinance #1652 which amends certain sec-

tions of the SMC regarding flood damage prevention, was passed after a motion by Gary Debont and a second 

by Mike Quinn which carried.  Rod also reported that he had a conversation with the owner of Mt. Baker Ca-

ble regarding him buying our signal for a certain amount per month.  TV Committee made up of Todd Dan-

iels and Gary Debont met with Rod after the meeting.  It was decided that we would ask $750 per month. 

 

The Mayor asked the council to vote for an appointee to represent our area on the WTA Board.  Mike Quinn 

made a motion to appoint Jim Ackerman as the representative for 2015.  Gary Debont seconded the motion 

and it carried. 

 

The Mayor also asked councilmen to think about a representative to serve on the CTAG Board. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for approval.  Claims Vouchers #35669 through 

#35724 in the amount of $288,811.94 and Payroll Vouchers #20575 through #20584 plus the Direct Deposit 

Run in the amount of $115,880.15 were approved for payment after a motion by Mike Quinn and a second by 

Gary Debont which carried.  Mike Quinn made a motion to approve the December Manual Checks in the 

amount of $6,103.06.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

The council went into Executive Session regarding legal matters for 10 minutes at 7:30 p.m. 

 

At 7:40 p.m., the regular meeting was reconvened. 

 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to adjourn.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 
 



The newsletter is meant to increase awareness  and communication of 

events and news to the citizens of the City of Sumas. If you have any com-

ments /suggestions or if you would like the newsletter sent directly to 

your email address, please send an email to mbost@cityofsumas.com  

 

433 Cherry Street 

P.O. Box 9 

Sumas, WA 98295 

Sumas City Hall 

Phone Number: 360-988-5711 

Fax: 360-988-8855 

You can now pay your 

utility bill and 

citations online. You 

must include your 

account number or 

citation number with 

your payment to use 

the online payment 

option. 

 
 

*Note there is a $2 fee to use a 

credit card to make your 

payments 

We are on the  Web! 

www.cityofsumas.com 

Did You Know…. 

 

“George Washington is the only man whose birthday 

is a legal holiday in every state of the United States.”  

 

*Exerts taken from 2201 Fascinating Facts by David Louis 

 

 

 

 

“In 1961, Cleveland Indian pitcher Herb Score was 

struck in the eye and nearly blinded by a screaming 

line drive from the bay of New York Yankee hitter 

Gil McDougald. The ball rebounded off Score's head 

and rolled towards first base, where the Cleveland 

first baseman scooped it up and made the put-out. 

Score was thus credited with an assist on the play.” 
 

*Exert taken from The Best, Worst & Most Unusual: Noteworthy 

Achievements, Events, Feats & Blunders of Every Conceivable Kind 

by Bruce Felton & Mark Fowler  

 


