
SPECIAL SERVICES 
PROVIDED AT CITY 

HALL 

 Fingerprinting 

By appointment only. Please 

call Chief Haugen to make 

your appointment .  

 

 Passports 

By appointment only Mon-

day-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm 

 

 Concealed Pistol License 

(CPL)  

For residents within the City 

limits of Sumas. 

 

For appointments, costs,  and 

other information, regarding 

these services, please call 

Sumas City Hall at 360-988-

5711 
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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

The Chipper will return in the Spring….  

As of November 15th, the Chipper is no longer running 

until Spring 2015, possibly in April. 

 

Sumas Cable rates may 

increase!  

 

An $8.00/month increase 

is being considered, if the 

same channel line-up is 

kept. If you have any 

thoughts or opinions 

about the cable, please 

submit a letter to Sumas 

Christmas Decorating Contest!  

 

The Sumas Chamber of Commerce is 

hosting a Christmas Decorating Con-

test! Judging will be on December 20th, 

and prizes will be given to 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd places. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Jason 

Clawson for getting his Water 

Distribution Manager  

Certification! 

City Facilities Available  for Rent 

 

If you are looking for somewhere to host a family or business function, be 

advised that the City of Sumas city-owned buildings are available for rent.  

The Council Chambers, Youth Facility, or Sr. Center are available for rent at 

$15/hr. with a maximum rate of $75.00 per day.  A security/damage deposit 

of at least $50 is required to rent City-owned facilities and all or a portion will 

be refunded depending on the condition of the facility after use.  Call Geri at 

City Hall to inquire or book a date.  

Please Note... 

Do not plant trees and shrubs around elec-

trical vaults, transformers, or over sewer 

lines. If you are unsure of the spot you 

would like to plant  a tree or shrub, please 

contact Rod Fadden at City Hall, and he 

can advise you from there. 
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A Message from the Mayor! 

 

CITY BANK RECRUITMENT 

 

A financial institution is a mainstay for the stability and health of all communities. I am 

disappointed that Bank of America has decided to close their branch here in Sumas. 

BOA is not just closing its Sumas branch but a few others in Washington State. As 

Mayor, this closure is a concern to me so I proposed to the City Council to hire a con-

sultant for recruiting a new bank to Sumas. The City Council approved this request a 

few weeks ago. The process is underway and many institutions have been contacted and 

are considering the opportunity of opening a branch/location in Sumas. While I am 

hopeful that we can attract another bank I do not expect it to happen until sometime after 

the New Year. 

 

In the meantime, there will be some banks and credit unions soliciting your business. 

Although they are looking for new customers with Bank of America leaving our town, it 

also undermines the ability to attract another bank. As a bank evaluates locating here, 

they will be looking at what the customer base, support, and other business opportunities 

are available here.  

 

Many people I have spoken to have decided to wait and see what comes about before 

making any changes in their bank of choice. Others may make decisions on their imme-

diate banking needs. Whether you stay with Bank of America or change to another bank 

at this time, I would encourage you to let those banks or financial institution looking for 

your business know that as a citizen or a customer that a bank in the City of Sumas is the 

foremost need of our community. When they want your business, they should also be 

willing to support the community in which you live or work in. 

 

Please know we are working on everyone’s behalf to maintain a bank in Sumas that can 

meet both residents and businesses needs as soon as possible. Thank you for the contin-

ued support of the City of Sumas...a great place to live and work. 

 

 - Mayor Robert Bromley  



Day Program: Free to attend 

Open Mondays & Fridays from 10:30-1:30 

Lunch @ noon: suggested donation for ages 60 and older. $3-$5.  

Under age 60 donation of $6.  

Daytime Coordinator: Becky Johns,  

Whatcom County Parks & Recreation. 

www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks 

for information about other Sr. Centers & other Programs & 
Parks. (Sumas Sr. Center page update in coming soon). 

NOT for OLD FOLKS!!! Unless you consider those who have 
reached their 50th Birthday old!  

The Senior Center Program always has something happening. 
Mon. & Fri. ongoing: 

Friendly Wii bowling, puzzle area, pool, darts, brain teasers & 
trivia, games, crafts and of course visiting with old friends, neigh-
bors & new friends. 

Special services (flu shots, nail care, Medicare/Medicaid, afforda-
ble housing and other available resources information including 
hooking you up with the appropriate organizations or person). 

 

Wednesday Evenings: By donation 

Open @ 5 

Potluck @ 6 

Program/Entertainment 7-8 

 
“Road Show” with local resident Terry Bronkema & Spud 

Supper 

Just like the TV show, bring in up to 3 items for $5 and Terry will 
appraise them!  

Monday, January 12 from 12:30 – 2 

Wednesday, January 14 from 6:45-8:30pm 

Acceptable items include: 

Clocks & watches, SMALL furniture, pottery 

Kitchenware, tools & animal harnesses 

At this event Terry will NOT appraise: 

Firearms or “edged” weapons 

Terry does NOT appraiser: 

Jewelry, clothing or “fine art” Sumas Sr. Center  

 
If you have larger items you are welcome to make an appoint-
ment with Terry. 

 
 
Proceeding the Wed. Evening “Road Show”  

$5 POTATO Buffett 

Spud with toppings: sour cream, chives, bacon bits, cheese, veg-
gies…& whatever else our members bring! Beverage & dessert 
included. 

TOE NAIL CARE IN DECEMBER: Date TBA 

Toenails. LIMITED SPACE. YOU MUST SIGN UP by December 
8. Call the Center to sign up. 

 

DECEMBER CALENDAR: 

Mon. & Fri. Day: 10:30-1:30. Free, Meals $3-$6 

Wed. Evenings: 5-8pm by donation  

Dec. 1: CLOSED-Happy New Year! 

Dec. 3: JEAN DAWKINS & FRIENDS 

Dec. 5: Usual Fun 

Dec. 8: Holiday Cards 

Dec. 10: BINGO 

Dec. 12: Friday Fun 

Dec. 15: Usual Fun (Board meeting @ 1pm)  

Dec. 17: Holiday Fun Gift Game 

Dec. 19: Christmas Lunch with all the Fixin’s!  

All City workers are our guest! 

Others welcome $6 by RESERVATION required no later than 
Monday, Dec. 15 by 1:30 

Dec. 22: Holiday Gift Game 

Dec. 24: CLOSED. Merry Christmas 

Dec. 26: Yesterday’s Christmas Stories Shared 

Dec. 29: Dec. Birthdays & BINGO 

Dec. 31: CLOSED-See you next year! 

JANUARY CALENDAR: 

Jan. 2: Resolutions for 2015 

Jan. 5: “ROAD SHOW” (see related article) 

Jan. 7: “ROAD SHOW” (see related article) 

Jan. 9:  Usual Fun 

Jan. 12: Team Puzzle challenge 

Jan. 14: BINGO 

Jan. 16: Martin Luther King Trivia… 

Jan. 19: CLOSED Martin Luther King Day 

Jan. 21: Visit &...BRING A GUEST! 

Jan. 23: White Elephant Game!  

*Bring an item, wrapped, you no longer need or want & we’ll have 
fun. 

Jan. 26: Jan. Birthdays & BINGO 

Jan. 28: MATT AUDETT Country recording artist 

 

Board Members 2014 

Oscar Devries (Pres.) Joe Forbes (VP) Kathleen Greenbaum 
(Sec./Tres). 

Netti Boss & Fran Deveau & Henry Deveau & Rolena Dooyema 
& Doris Hammingh & Don Knutzen & Gertie Saar 

 

Sumas Community/Senior Center 

461 Second St. (end of Street, Shares building with Library) PO Box 184 

 360.988.2714 

http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks
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Help take care of our sewer! 
 

As residence of the City of Sumas, you can help eliminate sewer issues from arising. 

One of the ways you can help maintain an efficient and healthy sewer system is to mon-

itor what is being flushed down your toilet. There are a number of things (even if the 

product is considered “flushable”) that you should never flush down your toilet. Below 

is a brief list of items to avoid flushing and items that are okay to flush. 

 

 
DO NOT FLUSH! 

 

OK TO FLUSH! 

 Diapers 

 Clothing 

 Bathroom Wipes/ Baby Wipes 

 Paper Towels  

 Cigarette Butts 

 Band-Aids 

 Dental Floss 

 Feminine Products 

 Hair 

 Toilet Paper 

 Water 

 Human Waste 

 

Sumas Library 

Hours: Monday 10am-5pm 

Wednesday 10am-7pm 

Saturday 10am-5pm 

 

12/3/14 3:15 PM  Make Great Gifts for Family and Friends! 

12/13/14 10:00 AM Sumas Book Club 

12/20/14 10:30 AM Play and Learn Story-tine  

12/24-25/14 Closure Christmas 

1/1/15  Closure New Years Day 

1/10/15 10:00 AM Sumas Book Club 

1/19/15 Closure Martin Luther King Jr. Day  



Fuel Mix Calculations Year 2013 
Calculations are based on power purchases for 2013 reported by the Utility to the Washington State Department of Commerce in 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Markey Purchases include those made directly by utilities, as well as the fraction of delivered BPA power that can be attributed to BPA’s purchases of market power. 

*Claims on Resources include those made directly by utilities, as well as the fractions of delivered BPA power that can be attributed to specific plants... 

 MWh  MWh Total  

FUEL From Market Pur-

chases* 

Claims On Re-

sources* 

 Percent 

BIOMASS 3.865 

 

10.011 13.877 0.04% 

COAL 292.098 0.000 292.098 0.94% 

COGENERA-

TION 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00% 

GEOTHERMAL 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00% 

HYDRO 1,090.824 26,309.765 27,400.589 88.34% 

LANDFILL 

GASES 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00% 

NATURAL GAS 105.389 14.276 119.665 0.39% 

NUCLEAR 1114.337 3,064.662 3,178.999 10.25% 

OTHER 0.977 0.000 0.977 0.00% 

PETROLEUM 2.510 1.333 3.843 0.01% 

SOLAR 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00% 

WASTE 4.535 1.428 5.963 0.02% 

WIND 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00% 

TOTAL 1,614.535 29,401.475 31,016.010 100.00% 



City Council Minutes 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13, 2014 

 

The Sumas City Council met in regular session on the evening of October 13, 2014, with all members present 

except Mayor Bromley.  Mike Quinn served as Mayor Pro Tem.  The minutes of the previous meeting were 

approved for filing. 

 

The Public Hearing to consider the Conditional Use Permit Application submitted by Christina Unzicker to 

operate a marijuana processing business at 470 W. 2nd St. #105 & #106, was opened at 7:01 p.m.   No com-

ment letters were received.  Rollin Harper, of Sehome Planning, explained the process that Ms. Unzicker had 

to follow in seeking the CUP.  The business will be manufacturing and packaging a range of marijuana in-

fused food products for wholesale distribution to retail outlets licensed by the State of Washington.  Rollin 

went over the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, before going on to the Conditions of Approval.  

Maynard Moe of 200 Washington St., Sumas, spoke against the approval of the application for a variety of 

reasons.  Christine Unzicker clarified that this is only manufacturing and packaging of marijuana products.  

There is no retail permitted in Sumas.  No one had any questions.  Gary Debont made a motion to close the 

hearing.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and the hearing was closed.  Bruce Bosch made a motion to ap-

prove that CUP with the listed Conditions of Approval.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Chief Haugen addressed the council about funding for a Domestic Violence Specialist split between the 6 

smaller cities of Whatcom County.  Sumas’ contribution is estimated to be $3.585, but this is not set in stone 

as of yet.  If we decide not to chip in the estimated amount, we may receive less service.  Chris asked for a 

meeting with the Finance Committee to go over payment options. 

 

Geri Lewis asked for a public hearing to be set.  Bruce Bosch made a motion to set a Public Hearing on Nov. 

10, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. on revenue sources for the 2015 Budget including consideration of possible increase in 

property tax revenues.  Gary Debont seconded the motion and it carried.  Geri also informed councilmen that 

the 2015 Social Security COLA would be 1.7%.  Geri asked council members to keep the 2015 budget materi-

als that were included in the packet as they will need them later.  This will keep photocopying at a minimum. 

 

Rod Fadden let councilmen know that the 2014 CRS Recertification for flood insurance has been approved.  

Rod explained items included in the agenda with reference to some WSDOT changes to signage and traffic 

control devices on Highway 9/Cherry St. that will hopefully alleviate some of the problems we see with traffic 

backups.  Council discussed options and were mostly agreeable with suggestions. 

 

Gary Debont had a suggestion for a garbage tax that would affect everyone with garbage in the City of Sumas.  

Jim Wright will be checking with others to get other opinions and will report back. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for payment.  Claims Vouchers # 35396, #35397 and 

#35401 through #35457 in the amount of $154,556.44, and Payroll Vouchers #20546 through #20584 + the 

Direct Deposit Run in the amount of $111,772.70 were approved after a motion by Bruce Bosch and a second 

by Todd Daniels which carried. 

 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to approve the September Manual Checks in the amount of $6,723.49.  Todd 

Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
 



 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to place the September Treasurer’s Report on file.  Todd Daniels seconded the 

motion and it carried. 

 

At 7:55 p.m. the council went into Executive Session for approximately 5 minutes over possible litigation. 

 

At 8:00 p.m. council reconvened into regular session. 

 

Todd Daniels made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       MAYOR PRO TEM, MIKE QUINN 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

CLERK-TREASURER 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 27, 2014 

 

The Sumas City Council met in regular session on the evening of October 27, 2014, with all councilmen pre-

sent except Gary Debont.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

A Finance Committee meeting was set for Tuesday, November 4, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. with Chief Haugen and 

Clerk-Treasurer Lewis to discuss some budgetary issues. 

 

Geri Lewis presented a resolution regarding Unclaimed Property that needs to be submitted to the State of 

Washington.   Mike Quinn made a motion to adopt Resolution #746 which cancels Treasurers Checks in the 

amount of $956.47 and allows the money to be sent to the Washington State Dept. of Revenue Unclaimed 

Property Section.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

Rod Fadden asked for a meeting with the Television Committee (Todd & Gary) to discuss options to avert a 

large monthly rate increase for 2015.  Rod will gather information and get it to Todd and Gary to go over and 

then set a meeting. 

 

Supt. Fadden updated councilmen on WSDOT plans for our traffic problems.  At this point it is a waiting 

game until the plan travels through their bureaucracy.  Rod is a little disgusted with the fact that after asking 

for the new LED Stop Signs, he was told if we want those, we need to pay for them at approx. $2,000 per 

sign.  This issue will be revisited. 

 

Mike Quinn asked for some sort of lighting at the gazebo in the City Park,  and  Rod will look into it. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for approval.  Claims Vouchers  #35458 and #35460 

through #35487 in the amount of $12,536.46 and Payroll Voucher #20555 plus the Direct Deposit Run in the 

amount of $19,600.00 were approved after a motion by Mike Quinn and a second by Todd Daniels. 
 

 

 



 

Council went into Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. for approximately 15 minutes regarding legal issues. 
 

At 7:35 p.m. council reconvened regular session. 

 

Mike Quinn made a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute a contract with Ogden Murphy Consultants for 

consulting services for up to $6,000 plus up to $1,000 in expenses.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it 

carried. 

 

Bruce Bosch made a motion to adjourn.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

CLERK-TREASURER 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 10, 2014 

 

The Sumas City Council met on the evening of November 10, 2014, with all councilmen present except for 

Gary Debont.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved for filing. 

 

At 7:00 p.m. the Public Hearing to consider Revenue Sources and a possible Property Tax increase was 

opened.  Clerk-Treasurer Lewis informed the council that we are still at the top of our levy limit so a 1% prop-

erty tax increase will still net us nothing more than what we received this year, so actually does not increase 

property taxes to the consumers.  There was no one present from the public to comment.  Todd Daniels made 

a motion to close the public hearing.  Mike Quinn seconded the motion and the hearing was closed.  Mike 

Quinn made a motion to pass Ordinance #1644 raising property taxes the allowable 1% for taxes collected in 

2015.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

The Finance Committee will report at the November 24, 2014 council meeting. 

 

Chief Haugen got called out on a police matter so Geri Lewis requested a few items for him.  Geri asked that 

the council allow Chris to order a new police vehicle, estimated arrival, April 2015.  Mike Quinn made a mo-

tion to allow the purchase of a new patrol car.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion which carried.  Geri also 

relayed to the council the need to upgrade all police laptops that currently use Windows XP that is no longer 

supported by Microsoft.  Northwest Technologies has estimated the cost to be around $2,000 to upgrade the 6 

laptops.  Mike Quinn made a motion to allow $2,000 to upgrade laptop software.  Todd Daniels seconded the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Geri Lewis asked the council to pass Resolution #747 adopting a policy for Payroll Cost Allocation.  Mike 

Quinn made a motion to pass Resolution #747.  Bruce Bosch seconded the motion and it carried.  Bruce 

Bosch made a motion to call for a Public Hearing for the Final 2015 Budget on December 22, 2014 at 7:00 

p.m.  Mike Quinn seconded the motion and the hearing was set. 



 

Supt. Fadden asked council to surplus our old and unused BOD Sampler to the City of Vader, another govern-

mental entity, for $1.00.  Mike Quinn made a motion to surplus the BOD Sampler for $1.00 to the City of 

Vader, as long as they pick it up.  Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried.  Rod announced that Ja-

son Clawson passed his Water Certification Test, so will now be required to do annual classes for upkeep.  

The City Crew put lights in the City Park Gazebo and will also install them at the Gazebo at Howard Bowen 

Memorial Park East.  It has been suggested that a letter be written signed by the Mayor, to WSDOT with a cc 

to Bob Wilson at COG, regarding the placement and payment of new lighted stop signs at Garfield and Cher-

ry Sts.  Mayor and Council feels the State should pay!! 

 

Mayor Bromley went over the proposed rate increase suggested in a letter from Nooksack Valley Disposal.  

The new rates would go into effect in January, 2015.  NVD did a very good job of comparing dump fees and 

charges by other companies and municipalities.  Residential rates will increase $.50 per month base fee and 

see a $.35 per can dumping fee.  Commercial ventures will see comparable increases in dump fees. 

 

City Attorney, Jim Wright, hopes to have some sort of report from Ogden Murphy, to be able to report back 

to council.  Jim is still looking into an optional sales tax that was a suggestion from staff. 

 

The new bills were presented to the Finance Committee for approval.  Claims Vouchers # 35514 and #35521 

through #35556 in the amount of $145,629.68 and Payroll Vouchers #20556 through #20564 plus the Direct 

Deposit Run in the amount of $114,414.44 were approved for payment after a motion from Mike Quinn and a 

second by Todd Daniels. 

 

Mike Quinn made a motion to place the October 2014 Treasurer’s Report on file.  Todd Daniels seconded the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mike Quinn made a motion to approve the Manual Checks for October 2014, in the amount of $9,037.34.  

Todd Daniels seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

The council went into Executive Session regarding legal matters for approximately 5 minutes at 7:40 p.m. 

 

At 7:52 p.m., the regular council meeting was resumed. 

 

Todd Daniels made a motion to adjourn.  Mike Quinn seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

      

       _________________________________ 

       MAYOR 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

CLERK-TREASURER 



The newsletter is meant to increase awareness  and communication of 

events and news to the citizens of the City of Sumas. If you have any com-

ments /suggestions or if you would like the newsletter sent directly to 

your email address, please send an email to mbost@cityofsumas.com  

 

433 Cherry Street 

P.O. Box 9 

Sumas, WA 98295 

Sumas City Hall 

Phone Number: 360-988-5711 

Fax: 360-988-8855 

You can now pay your 

utility bill and 

citations online. You 

must include your 

account number or 

citation number with 

your payment to use 

the online payment 

option. 

 
 

*Note there is a $2 fee to use a 

credit card to make your 

payments 

We are on the  Web! 

www.cityofsumas.com 

Did You Know…. 

 

“Christmas was once illegal in England. In 1643 the 

Puritans outlawed all Christmas celebrations, banned 

the keeping of Christmas trees, and made the singing 

of Christmas carols a crime These laws were main-

tained until the Restoration. Many Puritans in New 

England also adhered to there regulations, curtailing 

Christmas festivities to such a degree that even the 

making of mince pies was forbidden.” 

 

 

 

“The practice of exchanging presents at Christmas 

originated with the Romans. Every December, the 

Romans celebrated a holiday called the Saturnalia. 

During this time the people gave each other good-

luck presents of fruit, sweets, pastry, or gold. When 

the Christians began to celebrate their own holiday at 

the time of year, they simply took over the tradition.” 

 

*Exerts taken from 2201 Fascinating Facts by David Louis 


